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Next Meeting: October 12, 2024 at 10am 

Emily Fowler Public Library, 502 Oakland Street, Denton 

August, 2024 

Chapter Officers 
President—Brandon Story 

Vice President—Ronnie Rencher  

Recording Secretary—Mike Fry 

Secretary, Annual Reports —  

             Mike Connelley 

Treasurer—Chris Strauss 

Asst Treasurer—Bill Rowell 

Registrar— Mike Lester 

Sgt at Arms—Billy Roussell, III 

Color Guard — David Cook 

Opportunities 
1. August 14 200th anniversary of 

Lafayette’s return visit 
2. September 5, 250th anniversary of 

1st Continental Congress 
3. October 12 10am, Denton Chapter   

meeting 
4. January 2025, Denton Chapter 

meeting 
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Denton Chapter President’s Message 

 

In the July 2024 meeting, thanks to Tom Milson, we briefly touched on Patriot Bios listed on 

the SAR website.   

First, the good news.  You may (or may not) be aware that the National Sons of American Revo-

lution website has a spot to record what is known from your ancestor's history and document 

this for posterity.    Your Patriot contributed to the cause of Liberty and people one-hundred 

years from now should be able to read of their exploits and reflect on their contributions.  The 

SAR provides the perfect one stop shop to collect these narratives and ensure contributions to 

our founding will never be overlooked or permanently forgotten. 

Now, the bad/sad news.  Many biographies are missing as a large number of Patriots remain 

“unknown” to SAR visitors and researchers - totally abandoned and unclaimed in the digital 

age.  Not to be overly melodramatic, but to me, this is akin to every other veteran getting a 

wreath on their grave at Christmas, but intentionally skipping over your ancestor.  A key pillar 

of the SAR revolves on education – and YOUR first duty is to support YOUR family and make 

sure their story is recorded and known! 

Continued on next page…. 
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...Continued from previous page 

 

Records can be hard to find in the future and stories often times die from generation to genera-

tion.   Ensuring your Patriot’s history is accurately recorded will ensure their memory lives on for 

generations to come. 

 

How to Do the Work: 

 

Navigate to the SAR’s website at https://sarpatriots.sar.org/patriot/search/ 

Locate your Patriot using the search form.  Patriots with a bio on record reflect a blue box with 

a “B” in the search results window. 
 

 
 

Additionally, Patriots without biographies on file appear as follows: 
 

 

Using sources, gather relevant details about your Patriot, including the SAR’s Patriot number. Consider 
where they served, if they were Militia or Continental.  Document what unit and/or battles they were in 
(if known) – or any other interesting information about their service.   I’d also document burial infor-
mation, if known.  Once you have this information, type this up in a brief paragraph (preferably in Mi-
crosoft Word) and send the file via email to the address patriotbios@sar.org.   

 

For additional tips and information, please see the following SAR link:  Patriot Biography Dos and 
Donts.pdf (sar.org) 
Continued on next page…. 

https://sarpatriots.sar.org/patriot/search/
mailto:patriotbios@sar.org
https://sarpatriots.sar.org/pdfs/Patriot%20Biography%20Dos%20and%20Donts.pdf
https://sarpatriots.sar.org/pdfs/Patriot%20Biography%20Dos%20and%20Donts.pdf
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...Continued from previous page 

 

Note: SAR does review these items, so only factual / documented history should be captured. 

 

Assuming adequate sources are provided and no issues are encountered, the SAR should have 

the details updated online within a few days to all to see. 
 

 

Repeat for additional Patriots.  Don’t forget about those supplementals! 

Recent Denton SAR Web Site Updates 

 

The Denton SAR Web Site at https://www.txssar.org/Denton/ has some recent additions, 

and there are more to come. 

Many back copies of the Chapter newsletter 

Available Years: 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 
2000 2001 2002 2019 2020 
2021 2022 2023 2024  
 

Back newsletters can be found listed in the Docs drop-down on the Chapter web home page. 

 

I am working on a Chapter Color Guard page. If you have any old pictures or documents from 

the Chapter, please let me so we can discuss placing them on the web site or in the archive.  

 

If you have suggestion for the web site, please let me know. 

Bill wsmerch@gmail.com 

https://www.txssar.org/Denton/
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters1995.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters1996.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters1997.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters1998.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters1999.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters2000.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters2001.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters2002.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters2019.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters2020.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters2021.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters2022.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters2023.htm
https://www.texassar.org/Denton/newsletters2024.htm
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Bicentennial of Lafayette’s Farewell Tour 

 
August 16, 2024 will see the kick off this monumental Bicentennial 

celebration. The hundreds of events planned will trace Lafayette’s 

footstep on the exact dates and in the exact order he followed on his 

tour of America as the “Guest of the Nation” between 1824 and 

1825. Celebration and party at every stop. 

An introductory video is here:  
https://vimeo.com/855470022 

 
Did your Patriot meet Lafayette on his tour? Check out the map on the 

Tour website, research your Patriot’s life and/or family in 1824-1825. 

Was he still alive? Was he or his ancestors on the Tour route?  

Any family documentation for that period of time? 

August 1824 

 

https://vimeo.com/855470022
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Bench for  Denton  

SAR 250th Anniversary of America 

Memorial Bench Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATUS and HELP needed: 

1. I have contacted a local provider and 

gotten a price quote. 

2. I will contact the DAR for partnership 

3. I need a contact in Denton to get permis-

sion to put it at the Courthouse. If you have 

any name and contact info, please contact 

me. 
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Treasurer’s 
Report

Date Item Amount
3/29/24 Opening Balance  $4,001.39
5/9/24 ACH Credit  TXSSAR $19.00
5/25/24 Check 1274 / Akers -$100.00

6/28/24 Ending Balance  $3,920.39

New Members &
Supplementals

34 37

43

J A N - 2 4 F E B - 2 4 M A R - 2 4 A P R - 2 4

S A R D ENT ON C HAPT ER 
MEMB ERS HIP

Chapter Reports 
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Freemasons and the American Revolution 
July 22, 2024 

David R. Cook, 32* 
 

Sometimes a question comes up as to whether Freemasons had a hand in the Revo-
lutionary War. How the question is phrased can result in different answers. The con-
sensus appears that neither the Masonic organization nor any local Masonic lodges 
helped start the war. 
 
However, having said that, there were many individuals that were very active in 
starting the revolution. Many will point out that Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere, and 
George Washington were in fact Masons. But again, many strong proponents of the 
revolution were not, including John Adams, Samuel Adams, James Madison and 
many others. Mark Tabbert points out that “you could argue that a corporation is 
good or bad, but there are certainly better or worse executives in corporations. Just 
because somebody is listed as a Freemason, doesn’t mean that it meant anything to 
them” 
 
History indicates that at that point of time , and even today, men joined a Masonic 
lodge for fellowship and to meet with others sharing common beliefs. The desire for 
freedom of speech, freedom of religion and other freedoms caused certain bondage. 
 
 
Ref: Mark Tabbert, Director of Collections of George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association. 
 

 



 

SAR, Denton Chapter Page 8 August, 2024 

Denton SAR Chapter Color Guard 

Join the Denton Chapter Color Guard 

Members can participate individually or we can attend as a Color Guard unit representing the 

Denton SAR Chapter. New Color Guard members are welcome. Color guard members wanting to 

attend are to contact Color Guard Commander David Cook. 

It is significant to note that several events are designated as National Events which earns 20 

points toward national and state Color Guard medals. 

 

“We are the face of the Sons of the American Revolution at the national, state, 

and chapter levels. Accordingly, as we further the Patriotic, Historic, and Educa-

tional Goals of the SAR let us have fun, enjoy the comradely, and practice safety 

for yourself and others. Yours in Patriotism 

 K. Scott Collins National Society SAR Color Guard Commander” 

 

David R. Cook 

Denton Color Guard Commander 

706-835-5910 

davidcook1936@gmail.com 

 

Date 

Time-muster Event Location Chapter 

/State 

/National 
  PENDING Denton, Texa  

 

 

 

Denton SAR Color 

Guard marching in 

the Denton  

4th of July parade. 
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America 250  

Decade Of The  

American Revolution  

The National SAR has created this Decade of the American Revolution calendar to list Revolution-

ary War signature events each year that will be the focus of the NSSAR main celebration. Every 

State Society and all State Chapters should download the programs for the year and celebrate 

with us in your local area. 

December 16, 2023 Boston Tea Party 

August 14, 2024 200th Anniversary of Lafayette’s arrival 
in the U.S. for his Tour 

September 5, 2024 The First Continental Congress 

2025 Battles of Lexington and Concord.  

2026 Declaration of Independence  

2027 Battle of Saratoga 

2028 French Alliance  

2029 Siege of Vincennes/Fort Sackville Battle of Kettle 
Creek 

2030 Battle of Kings Mountain 

2031 Siege of Yorktown 2032 Battle of Blue Licks  
 

2033 Treaty of Paris 
 
 

Visit https://america250sar.org/rd/  for details of each event. 

https://america250sar.org/rd/
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Land’s Sake: Researching Your Ancestors Through the Land 

 
Land records are usually not the first records beginning—or even more experienced—genealogists reach for. They can be con-

sidered confusing in language (“What’s an indenture?”) and difficult to understand (“What’s the metes-and-bounds system?”). 

It can be even more challenging to decide how and when to use land records in family history research. 

However, land records are unbeatable for locating an ancestor in a specific time and place. Land descriptions can reveal neigh-

bors who might be kin to an ancestor. Parties to a land transfer can be related to the seller or purchaser. Land records can 

sometimes help define when an ancestor moved or died. Land records can be an indispensable tool in your genealogical 

toolkit. 

The Emily Fowler Central Library’s Special Collections holds several books on using land rec-

ords that provide a great introduction to what land records are and how to best use them in 

your family history research. 

Locating Your Roots: Discover Your Ancestors Using Land Records, by Patricia Law Hatcher 

(Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing, Inc., 2016), covers all the essentials of using 

land records in easy-to-digest language. Hatcher discusses why researchers often avoid land 

records, but also why they can help solve a genealogical problem. She covers where the rec-

ords are kept, how to find deeds in courthouses, and historical U.S. land distribution sys-

tems. She dives deep into what exactly a deed contains, and how to read and interpret one. 

Other records of residence like taxes and city directories are covered, as are maps, atlases, 

and gazetteers. Other chapters explain the metes-and-bounds land platting system as well 

as the public-land survey system. A section on general land resources available by state is 

included, as well as a terrific glossary of all those troublesome words and phrases like dower 

release, headright, and appurtenances, to complete this comprehensive land resource. (In-

library use only) 

Federal, State & County Land Records & Maps, Names & Places, by William Dollarhide (Orting, Washington: Family Roots 

Publishing Co., 2023), covers a lot of ground in under 50 pages. (In-library use only) 

Federal Land Records covers public land sales, state-land-states vs. public-land states, township and range system, and 

accessing land entry case files, among other topics. 

State Land Records explains warrants, surveys, and patents, and goes on to describe researching in those documents in 

various state localities. 

County Land Records covers genealogical research in deed records, a checklist for deed research, and what to do after you 

find a deed, etc. 

Maps, Names and Places dives into the USGS Map Locator, land ownership maps, HistoryGeo, and Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Maps, and more. 

DPL’s Special Collections also includes a trove of books focused on land records in particular localities, from Abstracts of 

Chester County, Pennsylvania Land Records to Ellis County, Texas Patents and Deed Abstracts 1845-1856, Connecticut’s 

Pennsylvania “Colony” 1754-1810 to Denton County Direct and Reverse Index to Deeds, to name a few. Access a full 

catalog listing of available titles here. 

Now’s an exciting time to discover how to use land records, with the addition of full-text search in FamilySearch’s “U.S. Land 

and Probate Records 1630-1975” collection. Available to anyone with a FamilySearch free account, the full-text search not on-

ly helps identify the grantor and grantee in a transaction, but also every other person who is named in the record—from neigh-

boring landowners to recording clerks to witnesses. The tool also includes a downloadable transcript of each document. 

Access the FamilySearch “U.S. Land and Probate Records 1630-1975” collection in full-text search here. A short video on how 
to use the full-text search is available on the same page. 
Both FamilySearch and HistoryGeo (a collection of original landowner maps, historical maps, and atlases) are accessible in the 

Special Collections area of the Emily Fowler Central Library. 
—Nancy Gilbride Casey 

DPL Volunteer 

https://denton.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=deeds&searchType=subject&f_CIRC=NON_CIRC&sort=published_date&page=1
https://www.familysearch.org/search/full-text


 

SAR, Denton Chapter Page 11 August, 2024 

 

Thanks to Jim Hobdy 
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Editor’s Note 

 

The Chapter website is https://www.txssar.org/Denton/. On that site are the 

back copies of this newsletter, information about the Chapter, and links to the 

SAR State and National web sites. 

  

All of these communication devices take time to maintain. If you would like to 

help and/or take over one of these, please let me know. 

Bill Surles, wsmerch@gmail.com 

National Society Sons of the American Revolution   

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/SARmagazine 

 

 Also see the Denton Chapter Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/409893430767486 

 

 

https://www.txssar.org/Denton/
https://www.facebook.com/SARmagazine
https://www.facebook.com/groups/409893430767486

